KEY SENTENCE: Welcome to Otemae. Now, let's study English!

Good morning.

My name is Mark Groenewold and I am a Canadian English teacher and I live here in
Takamatsu. I first came to Otemae in 2008, so that was about 18 years ago. That was a long,
long time ago. Here at Otemae I teach English classes and also support the English

Department.

I'm very glad to be here and I am very grateful to the Kurata family for their support and
friendship for so long. Otemae is a special school because it has a vision and a dream. The
Kurata family is very serious about English education and is very serious that students at
Otemae learn as much English as possible. They are very good people and I am so glad to

know them.

This morning I want to talk to you about studying English.

First, I have some questions.

Do you like English? No? Yes? If you don't like English I am very sorry but you have many

English classes here at Otemae.

Do you like English homework and English tests? No? Yes? If you don't like English
homework and English tests I am very sorry but you will have a lot of homework and a lot of

tests.

Do you like to speak English, or write in English, or read English, or listen to English? No?
Yes? If you don't, I am very sorry again, but you really need to learn how to speak English,

and write in English, and read English, and listen and understand English.

Maybe you do not like English. That is okay. You can be angry at English and hate English

and not like English homework and tests... but you really, really need English.

I will explain.

In the future, you will not be a student. In the future, after your university study, you will
have a job or a career. Maybe you will be a doctor, or a businessperson, or an artist, or a singer,

or a sportsperson, or a lawyer, or a government worker, or a computer engineer.

You can be so many things - but in any of those jobs and careers you will need English. In a

professional world - English is 100% necessary.

English is something you will study here at Otemae and will need to continue to learn and
study for many, many, many years into the future. I do not know if you will need to study

Science or Math or Social Studies in the future, but you will need English.

English is the key for your future career and it will open so many doors for you.

Maybe you do not have strong English now. Don't worry. You have a lot of time, but you must

be serious about your English study.

English teachers here at Otemae are good, but you will need to do more. You need to make a
study plan to learn more English words, and grammar, and practice your speaking and
writing. You will need to take the Eiken test and to continue to study and plan to take the

Eiken test every chance you can. You can do it.

It is a long and hard road. Your study of English will be for ten more years or fifteen more
years or even twenty more years. It will be part of your life, and you can learn my language.
And when you learn my language you will make it YOUR language, and your expression and
power will grow a lot. I hope I can help you and help Otemae in this great vision and dream

to help you be strong in English and bilingual in your future.

Thank you very much and have a great day.
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