KEY SENTENCE: Bamboo is one of the great teachers we have from nature

I Learned Something about Bamboo

Today I want to tell you about a plant. It is not a flower. It is not a tree. It is bamboo. Now, I
am from Canada. In Canada we do not have bamboo. We have trees - but they are mostly
pine trees - like Christmas trees. And of course we have maple trees too - that is how we get
that delicious maple syrup.

But bamboo is one of the most amazing living things on Earth. And I think bamboo can teach
us something very important about life.

When a farmer plants bamboo seeds, something strange happens.

Nothing grows.

For the first year — nothing. The farmer waters the seeds every day. He waits. He looks at
the ground. Still nothing.

Second year — nothing.

Third year — nothing.

Fourth year — still nothing.

Some farmers stop. They think: "These seeds are dead. This ground is bad. I am wasting my
time."

But other farmers keep watering. They keep waiting. They believe.

Then, in the fifth year, something happens.

The bamboo breaks through the ground. And it grows — fast. Very fast. In just six weeks, the
bamboo can grow thirty meters tall. That is as tall as a ten-floor building. Some bamboo
grows ninety centimeters in a single day. You can almost watch it move.

How is this possible?

Because for four years, the bamboo was not sleeping. It was not doing nothing. Under the
ground, it was building a root system — a strong, wide, deep network of roots. It was
preparing. Quietly. Invisibly. Getting ready for the moment it would rise.

The bamboo did not give up. And so when its time came, nothing could stop it.

Now I want to tell you about another thing about bamboo.

When big storm comes, the wind is strong. The rain is heavy. Trees around the bamboo fall
down. Their roots are not deep enough. Their wood is too hard — it cannot bend, so it breaks.
But the bamboo? The bamboo bends.

It bends far to one side. It almost touches the ground. People watching think: "It will break.
It is finished."

But when the storm passes, the bamboo slowly rises again. It stands tall. It is not broken. It
1s not damaged. It bends, but it does not break.

This is the second great thing about bamboo: true strength is not about being hard and stiff.
True strength is about being flexible — able to bend, but not break.

So why am I telling you about bamboo today?

Because many of you are like bamboo right now.

You are working hard — in school, in your job, in your studies. And maybe you feel that
nothing is happening. Maybe you feel that other people are moving faster than you. Maybe
you feel invisible.

But I want you to hear this: you are building your roots.

Every word you learn, every skill you practice, every difficult moment you push through —
these are your roots. They go deeper than you know. They are preparing you for a moment
that is coming.

And when the storms come — and they will come — you will bend. That is okay. Bending is
not failing. Bending means you are alive and strong. What matters is that after the storm,
you rise again.

Patience is not the same as giving up. Waiting is not the same as doing nothing. And slow
growth is not the same as no growth.

The next time you feel that nothing is happening, think of the bamboo farmer.

He waters the ground even when he cannot see results. He believes in what is growing —
even underground, even invisible, even slow.

Be patient with yourself. Keep going. Keep working.

Your moment to rise will come. These are the things I learned about bamboo - and it is

something that is everywhere in your country. I think that it is a wonderful thing.
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